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Medavie EMS
Island EMS

Code 1 Speed Restriction Policy
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The Policy

» Medavie EMS implemented a policy for its staff that
restricted paramedics from drive no more than 10 km
over the speed limit during an emergency call except
when in four lane 100 series highways were they were
permitted to exceed the speed limit by 20 km/h over the
posted speed limit.

» One of the main reasons that the policy was
implemented was that the evidence showed responding
to emergencies with higher speeds meant greater risk,
and the time saved was not worth the risk to the staff,
patients, and public.
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The reactions

Paramedics worried by speed limit
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PEI Paramedics (CUPE Local 3324)
‘Wil Meet with Minister Bertram to Discuss Speed Cap Policy
this Thursday, Mareh 287 at 10 am.

Charlottetown —"The Canadian Unien of Public Employees (CUPE) Local 3324 is pleased to
report that the Minister of Health & Wellness, Carolyn Bertram, has agreed to meetwith our

to tiscuss our the speed cap policy recernty by
Island EMS Inc.," says Bill M ckinnon, CUPE National Representatiie

CUPE represents approximately 100 Paramedic s across Prince Edward |sland working for
Island EMS Inc. This policy prevents ambulances éwith lights and sirens on), from travelling more
than 10 kms over the speed limit, where the limit is 60 kms or less (and only two lanes of trafficy, and
anly 20 kms over the sheed limit, to a maximum of 120 kms /b, when traveling on the highway.

“The Island EMS Policy, in ourview, dangerously restricts Paramedic emplayees - members of
CUPE Local 3324 = in their abilfty to respand quic kly and safely to medical emergencies for Prince
Edward Islanders. Fuhermore, this palicy completely remaves all professinal discretion from the
hands of our trained Paramedics. The Employer suggests that there is same safety reason for
implementing this speed restriction on ambulances. et against our best efforts, we could not find,
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N.B. paramedics get "
latitude to speed
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Spoed policy restricts paramedica’ smergency fesponse, CUPE says
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The Arbitration Decision
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Arbitration board refuses 1o put brakes on Istand EMS speed policy
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The Arbitration Decision

“We accept that paramedics are highly motivated, highly skilled and
‘highly

professional workers, and that they have a real interest in doing
their job to the highest standards. However, this policy change was
not imposed to "benefit" the Employer, (except to diminish the
possibility of accidents and the consequential liability and other
costs), or to somehow restrict the rights of the affected workers.

The Employer has determined, legitimately in our view, that the two
(2) percent of patients will not be significantly affected by the
change, and that the change will improve the safety of all
concerned. While ambulance operators have lost the discretion to
drive at whatever speed they deem appropriate in the
circumstances, when considering the risk of injury to themselves,
the clients as well as the public, the balance, in our view, weighs in
favor of the policy being found to be reasonable”
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Solution?

= Better Communication to stakeholders, staff and members
of the public

= Education on the risks of vehicle safety
= System Solutions not just policies
= Time — remember when this was normal?
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